
The Prayers of Jesus – John 17 
John 17:13 But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have 
My joy made full in themselves. 
 
John 17:14-21 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not 
of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, 
but to keep them from the evil one. 16 “They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
17 “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18 “As You sent Me into the world, I also 
have sent them into the world. 19 “For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also 
may be sanctified in truth. 20 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who 
believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me 
and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 
 
1. A Prayer for Sanctification 

John 17:17-21 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18 “As You sent Me into the 
world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 “For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they 
themselves also may be sanctified in truth. 20 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for 
those also who believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, 
Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe 
that You sent Me. 
- It means to set that person or thing apart for the use intended by its designer. 
- The Greek word is connected to the word translated as saint and s Holy. 

 
• It is a positional reality connected to a past event. 

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just 
as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the LORD.”  
- Being a Christian is about being in Christ. 

 
• It is a progressional experience connected to personal discipleship. 

- Sanctification is not just a one-time experience, but an ongoing process. 
- Philippians 2:12-13 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in 

my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling. for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for 
His good pleasure. 

 
2. A Prayer for Mission Success 

John 17:17-19 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18 “As You sent Me into the 
world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 “For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they 
themselves also may be sanctified in truth.  

 
• We are commissioned to make disciples. 

Matthew 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 
that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 



• We are co-laborers in the ministry of reconciliation. 
2 Corinthians 5:18-20 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God. 
 

• We are called to build up the Body of Christ. 
Ephesians 4:11-13 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the 
work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of 
the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 
 
  

3. A Prayer for Relational Connection 
John 17:22-24 The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be 
one, just as We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so 
that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. 24 
“Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that 
they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation 
of the world.  
 
John 15:4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides 
in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
- When we stay connected to Jesus, the vine, we thrive and bear fruit. 
- The fruit of joy, the fruit of Christlikeness, the fruit of changed lives. 


